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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1. 



Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 



I. 



Claims 1-7, drawn to an interference exposure apparatus, classified in class 359, 



subclass 35. 



II. 



Claims 8-10, drawn to a master magnetic disk, classified in class 360, subclass 



135. 



III. Claims 11-15, drawn to a photolithographic process for forming a magnetic 
master, classified in class 430, subclass 320. 

IV. Claims 16-19, drawn to using a metal contact master for magnetic contact 
printing, classified in class 360, subclass 17. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions group I and group II are related as apparatus and product made. The 
inventions in this relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that 
the apparatus as claimed is not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the apparatus 
can be used for making a materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be 
made by another and materially different apparatus (MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this case the master 
may be made using convention photolithographic (non-interferometric) processes or electron 
beam lithography. 

3. Inventions group I and group III are related as product and process of use. The 
inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the 
process for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that 
product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the process does not require a rotary stage 
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and the apparatus can be used to form other grating patterns, such as hologons/optical scanning 
discs and an embossing master for replicating these in polymers/resins. 

4. Inventions group I and group IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different designs, 
modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant case, the different 
inventions the processes and apparatus of the groups are not related and incapable of being used 
together/simultaneously. 

5. Inventions group III and group II are related as process of making and product made. 
The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the process as 
claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) that the product as 
claimed can be made by another and materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the 
instant case the master may be made using convention photolithographic (non-interferometric) 
processes or electron beam lithography. 

6. Inventions group II and group IV are related as product and process of use. The 
inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the 
process for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that 
product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case the master can be used as an embossing 
master for replicating patterns in polymers/resins, (ie no magnetic field need be applied) 

7. Inventions group III and group IV are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different designs, 
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modes of operation, and effects (MPEP § 802.01 and § 806.06). In the instant case, the processes 
of the groups are not related and incapable of being used together/simultaneously. 

8. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given above and 
have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different classification and because of 
their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 

9. A telephone call was made to Raj Dave' on March 21, 2006 to request an oral election to 
the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include (i) an 
election of a species or invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To reserve 
a right to petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and 
specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election shall be treated 
as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the 
inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In 
either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Martin J. Angebranndt whose telephone number is 571-272-1378. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 19JM toll-free). 
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